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CHEMOTHERAPY AND SERUM THERAPY OF PNEUMONIA. By
Frederick T. Lord, Elliott S. Robinson, and Roderick Heffron. The
Commonwealth Fund, 1940. ix + 150 pp. $1.
Perhaps the most pertinent comment to be made in connection with the
publication of this text is the fact that it need be published at all; that knowl-
edge of a disease of such long history should within such a short time expand
to the point where biennial publication of a text on its treatment can be
justified.
With but slight changes in title, but changes which in themselves are
significant, this is the third volume to appear since 1936. Much material of
the two earlier editions appears here also, as is essential, but tabulations have
been extended by incorporation of new data, prior conclusions have been
accorded further supporting evidence, and the newer findings based on chemo-
therapy have been added. It is doubtless the presentation of the current views
on this last subject that gives the text its greatest value. A portion of a
single sentence may be quoted as indicative of the conservative attitude of the
authors as well as of their conclusions, ". . . sulfapyridine appears to be not
only a most useful remedy but also one which is on the whole more efficacious
than serum." Lest the views of the authors be misinterpreted let me add
that the italics are mine, and the authors do not suggest that the use of serum
be abandoned. GEO. H. SMITH.
THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF LIFE: THE PRESCHOOL YEARS. By
Arnold Gesell, and Henry M. Halverson, Helen Thompson,
Frances G. Ilg, Burton M. Castner, Louise Bates Ames, and Cathe-
rine S. Amatruda. Harper & Brothers, New York, 1940. xiii + 376
pp. $3.50.
Dr. Gesell and his collaborators from the Yale Clinic of Child Develop-
ment have made another valuable contribution to our knowledge of the pre-
school years. Step by step The First Five Years of Life portrays the physical,
intellectual, and emotional development of the child from the fourth week
to the end of the fifth year and constructively weaves these three important
aspects of the child's life into a picture of his personality as expressed by his
behavior.
It is important to point out that as valuable as this book is to those work-
ing in the field of child guidance and in the research laboratory, it is of no
less value to parents and teachers and others who are interested in the develop-
ment of the normal, healthy, pre-school child. The lay person will find it a
fascinating story based upon scientific facts and well worthy of consideration.
The book "is written in a conservative spirit." It has a wholesomeness in its
breadth of vision that is frequently lacking in material coming from the
laboratory. One gets the feeling of seeing and living with the child about
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When an investigator of Dr. Gesell's unusual ability and long experience
waits fifteen years to gather the material before publishing, one expects the
product to justify the painstaking preparation. This book lives up to such
expectations. DOUGLAS A. THOM.
THE COMPLEAT PEDIATRICIAN. By W. C. Davison. Duke
University Press, Durham, 1940. $3.75.
The second edition of The Compleat Pediatrician was reviewed favorably
irn the YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE in October, 1938. A
third edition of this unique pediatric manual is now at hand. To keep "symp-
toms and signs as clues" and therapeutic procedures in pediatric practice abreast
of the facts and experience acquired during the past three years, it has been
necessary to make changes in 10,000 lines of the second edition. For
example, reference to section 126 on Bacteremia shows an almost complete
rewriting, necessitated by the developments in chemotherapy. Many similar
examples of change might be cited to demonstrate the author's success in
bringing his book up to date. GROVER F. POWERS.
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. By E. R. Bundy. Revised and
edited by S. Dana Weeder. The Blakiston Company, Philadelphia,
'7th edition, 1940. x + 490 pp. $2.75.
This new edition of an introductory text in anatomy and physiology has
a number of changes in it which are intended to meet the needs of student
nurses, or others with similar interests, for knowledge of the essentials in the
expanding fields of medical science. Chapters on hemopoiesis, on endocrine
glands, and on the vitamins have been rewritten and brought up to date. The
physiological discussions of the gastro-intestinal system, of the sympathetic
nervous system, and of the spleen have been expanded and renovated. Addi-
tional and improved illustrations have been provided to clarify the text.
The result is a rather well-unified book which has been judiciously pruned
to remove from it the mass of detail which makes compendia rather than
readable text-books of some other books in this field. Practically all of the
essential information is here, but it is not obscured by the minutiae to be found
in text-books of anatomy for medical students. Although a rather large part
is devoted to osteology, arthrology, and myology, it is perhaps necessary to
meet the demands of students in physical education. Fortunately, the author
and editor have used this chiefly for geographical purposes, naming bones and
landmarks but not describing bones in detail. An attempt has been made to
indicate importance by relegating some paragraphs to small print.
An indication of the significance of anatomical structures for the clinical
nurse is given by the brief mention of practical considerations and the
anatomical reasons for certain clinical procedures. These are helpful and not
too profuse.
The book may be criticized for its failure to adopt the BNA terminology